Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 057411 
ORIGIN SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 R 

DRAFTED BY EUR/SOV:SMCCALL:EJQ 
APPROVED BY EUR/SOV:MGARRISON 
S/MS:CWKAMMAN (SUBS) 

S/S-0:SRPVALERGA 

130743 070103Z/72 

O 070038Z MAR 78 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY MOSCOW IMMEDIATE 

SECRET STATE 057411 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1, 3 

TAGS: UR 

SUBJECT: SHULMAN-BESSMERTNYKH CONVERSATION MARCH 3 

BESSMERTNYKH CAME IN AT SOVIET INITIATIVE AND THE FOLLOW- 
ING ITEMS WERE COVERED: 


1. MIDDLE EAST 


BESSMERTNYKH BROUGHT A PAPER ON ASSAD'S VISIT TO MOSCOW, 
WHICH REITERATES THE SOVIET VIEW, SAID TO BE FULLY SHARED BY 
THE SYRIANS, THAT SEPARATE DEALS BY SADAT WITH ISRAEL 
CANNOT BRING LASTING PEACE. THE PAPER SPELLS OUT THE WELL- 
KNOWN SOVIET POSITION ON ELEMENTS OF A COMPREHENSIVE SETTLE- 
MENT AND INDICATES THAT IT SHOULD BE REACHED BY RETURNING TO 
THE GENEVA FRAMEWORK. THE PAPER SAYS ASSAD SUPPORTS SC 
RES. 242 AND HAS NO OBJECTION TO THE GENEVA CONFERENCE. 

IN AN ADDITIONAL POINT MADE ORALLY, BESSMERTNYKH SAID THE 
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SYRIANS HAD INDICATED THEY WOULD ATTEND A GENEVA CONFERENCE 
IF IT WERE CONVENED. 


2. EURATOM/IAEA 


BESSMERTNYKH ALSO LEFT A PAPER COMPLAINING OF DELAY IN CON- 
CLUSION OF AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN IAEA AND EURATOM ON NUCLEAR 
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SAFEGUARDS. THE PAPER REQUESTS U.S. VIEWS ON STEPS TO RE- 
SOLVE THE MATTER. 

3. HORN 

BESSMERTNYKH ALLUDED TO THE PUBLIC DISCUSSION OF WHETHER 
THE HORN SHOULD BE LINKED TO SALT. SHULMAN REVIEWED 
THE PRESIDENT’S PRESS CONFERENCE STATEMENT OF MARCH 2 AND 
THE SECRETARY'S RESPONSE TO SENATOR BAKER AT AN SFRC HEAR- 
ING ON MARCH 2. HE POINTED OUT THAT THE INVOLVEMENT OF 
LARGE NUMBERS OF FOREIGN TROOPS IN THE HORN CLEARLY HAD A 
NEGATIVE EFFECT ON OPINION IN THE U.S. HE REITERATED OUR 
CONCERN ABOUT ANY MOVE INTO SOMALIA, ADDING THAT A STATE- 
MENT ABOUT REDUCTION OF SOVIET AND CUBAN TROOP PRESENCE 
WHEN HOSTILITIES ENDED WOULD GO FAR TO ALLEVIATE U.S. CON- 
CERN. BESSMERTNYKH DOUBTED THAT MOSCOW COULD MAKE SUCH A 
STATEMENT PUBLICLY, ALTHOUGH HE SEEMED TO ACCEPT THE PREM- 
ISE THAT AN END TO THE FIGHTING WOULD REDUCE THE NEED FOR 
FOREIGN MILITARY PERSONNEL. HE DREW A PARALLEL BETWEEN 
U.S. MILITARY ADVISERS IN IRAN AND ADVISERS WHO MIGHT RE- 
MAIN IN ETHIOPIA AFTER FIGHTING STOPPED. 

VANCE 
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PAGE 01 STATE 057411 
ORIGIN SS-15 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /016 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY IO/UNA:BJSHARP 
APPROVED BY IOAJNA:JFTEFFT 
S/S-0:DCAMP 

010284 080051Z/75 

O 080042Z MAR 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO USMISSION USUN NEW YORK IMMEDIATE 

SECRET STATE 057411 

EXDIS FOR AMB YOUNG FROM UNA 

FOL RPT STATE 05741 1 ACTION MOSCOW 7 MAR 78 QUOTE 
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SECRET STATE 057411 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1, 3 

TAGS: UR 

SUBJECT: SHULMAN-BESSMERTNYKH CONVERSATION MARCH 3 

BESSMERTNYKH CAME IN AT SOVIET INITIATIVE AND THE FOLLOW- 
ING ITEMS WERE COVERED: 

1. MIDDLE EAST 

BESSMERTNYKH BROUGHT A PAPER ON ASSAD'S VISIT TO MOSCOW, 
WHICH REITERATES THE SOVIET VIEW, SAID TO BE FULLY SHARED BY 
THE SYRIANS, THAT SEPARATE DEALS BY SADAT WITH ISRAEL 
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CANNOT BRING LASTING PEACE. THE PAPER SPELLS OUT THE WELL- 
KNOWN SOVIET POSITION ON ELEMENTS OF A COMPREHENSIVE SETTLE- 
MENT AND INDICATES THAT IT SHOULD BE REACHED BY RETURNING TO 
THE GENEVA FRAMEWORK. THE PAPER SAYS ASSAD SUPPORTS SC 
RES. 242 AND HAS NO OBJECTION TO THE GENEVA CONFERENCE. 

IN AN ADDITIONAL POINT MADE ORALLY, BESSMERTNYKH SAID THE 
SYRIANS HAD INDICATED THEY WOULD ATTEND A GENEVA CONFERENCE 
IF IT WERE CONVENED. 

2. EURATOM/IAEA 

BESSMERTNYKH ALSO LEFT A PAPER COMPLAINING OF DELAY IN CON- 
CLUSION OF AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN IAEA AND EURATOM ON NUCLEAR 

SAFEGUARDS. THE PAPER REQUESTS U.S. VIEWS ON STEPS TO RE- 
SOLVE THE MATTER. 

3. HORN 

BESSMERTNYKH ALLUDED TO THE PUBLIC DISCUSSION OF WHETHER 
THE HORN SHOULD BE LINKED TO SALT. SHULMAN REVIEWED 
THE PRESIDENT'S PRESS CONFERENCE STATEMENT OF MARCH 2 AND 
THE SECRETARY'S RESPONSE TO SENATOR BAKER AT AN SFRC HEAR- 
ING ON MARCH 2. HE POINTED OUT THAT THE INVOLVEMENT OF 
LARGE NUMBERS OF FOREIGN TROOPS IN THE HORN CLEARLY HAD A 
NEGATIVE EFFECT ON OPINION IN THE U.S. HE REITERATED OUR 
CONCERN ABOUT ANY MOVE INTO SOMALIA, ADDING THAT A STATE- 
MENT ABOUT REDUCTION OF SOVIET AND CUBAN TROOP PRESENCE 
WHEN HOSTILITIES ENDED WOULD GO FAR TO ALLEVIATE U.S. CON- 
CERN. BESSMERTNYKH DOUBTED THAT MOSCOW COULD MAKE SUCH A 
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STATEMENT PUBLICLY, ALTHOUGH HE SEEMED TO ACCEPT THE PREM- 
ISE THAT AN END TO THE FIGHTING WOULD REDUCE THE NEED FOR 
FOREIGN MILITARY PERSONNEL. HE DREW A PARALLEL BETWEEN 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 03 STATE 057411 

U.S. MILITARY ADVISERS IN IRAN AND ADVISERS WHO MIGHT RE- 
MAIN IN ETHIOPIA AFTER FIGHTING STOPPED. 

VANCE 

UNQUOTE VANCE 

SECRET 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
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Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
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